Algebra 1A
Required Materials

3-ring notebook

pencil(s)

graph paper

lined paper

basic scientific calculator  (includes square root button)

You are expected to bring all of the above materials to class every day.  All work must be done in pencil.  Your work should be done on loose-leaf paper carefully organized in a 3-ring binder, as homework and classwork will be periodically collected and returned.  

Required content of your 3-ring binder is as follows (separate sections with dividers):

I. Textbook (MUST be kept in binder to protect book)

II. Classwork  & Notes

III. Learning Logs & Math Notes

IV. Homework (current chapter only)

V. Tests and Quizzes

Unannounced notebook checks will be part of your classwork grade.

Grade Composition




Grading Scale
Tests and Quizzes - - - - - - - - 
60%



94 – 100%     A

Homework & Projects - - - -   
30%



86 – 94%       B

Classwork/Learning logs - - -
10%



76 – 86%       C









70 – 76%       D









Below 70%   No credit

Tests -  announced at least three days in advance.  May use a notecard or notes as announced.
Math Minutes - We will have a “math minute” quiz every day, but only the quizzes on Fridays will be collected and graded.  The quizzes on other days are intended as guides to help you review pre-algebra material.   Calculators may not be used on practice quizzes, but may be used on Friday (graded) quizzes.
Homework - assignments collected and graded periodically, also checked for completion daily.  Homework quizzes weekly along with the Math Minute.  This will consist of one or two questions from that week’s homework.
Classwork - classwork problems and learning log entries collected periodically.
Extra Help

If you find you are in need of extra help, please try one or more of these resources:

· I am available by appointment before or after school, during lunch, or 1st or 5th period.  You must sign up ahead of time to guarantee that I will be in the classroom.  Repeated failures to show up for an appointment will result in a phone call home.

· Mr. Yoder , Mr. Mast and Mr. Gehman also offer extra math help during activities periods (please note that I am generally not available during activities period).

· Peer tutors are available through the guidance office.  

· Use the Parent Guides for each chapter.  These guides are available on www.cpm.org.  The guides provide a summary of each topic covered in the chapter, step-by-step examples, and several additional practice problems.

· Consider joining one of the math help activity period groups.

Important websites:  

· www.dockhs.org   Most handouts received in class are available on my geometry webpage in the Dock website.  This includes a list of homework assignments for each chapter and an answer key used to check your answers before class.  There is a separate page for honors geometry resources, which contains only honors-specific assignments.  To get to my algebra page, click on the Academics -> Faculty link.
· www.cpm.org is the website for the course textbook and contains additional resources such as chapter summaries, extra practice, and  Resource Pages which go along with the textbook.  New this year are homework hints for selected problems (note that hotmath is no longer available!!).
· my email address is ganderson@dockhs.org, and I generally check my email every evening by 9pm.

