Assignment:  Why Study Geometry?
Due:  Tuesday, April 27







100 points
Late essays will be accepted, but you will lose 5 points for every day it is late.
Please save a tree and email me your final copy!

Requirements:  Minimum of 1 full page (more is better!), double-spaced, 1-inch margins.  

Grading considerations:  Originality, logic/reasoning, depth of thought, presentation, grammar.
Math teachers are often asked, “why do I have to study this stuff?”  Here is your opportunity to think about this question and answer it for yourself!  I have made suggestions on this topic during class throughout this year, including my own opinions such as “it’s fun,” “helps one to think logically and systematically,” and “opens doors to many varied careers.”  If you’re really stumped, read the back of this page, or find some more good ideas to get you started at http://www.mathworksheetscenter.com/mathtips/geometry.html.  Note, however, that this is to be a personal essay, not a research paper, so I want your ideas and experiences, not someone else’s.
Assignment: Consider the question, “Why do all high school students have to take a class in geometry?” and either elaborate on my reasons if you agree with them, or come up with your own and defend them.  Be sure to use the logic and justification skills we’ve worked on this year!  Consider any or all of the following questions:

· What have I learned this year that I might use again?

· How does this course fit into the Christopher Dock Mission Statement (printed on the back of this page for your convenience)?

· Is it just about the answer, or does it matter how I got there?

· What disciplines or general skills have we practiced this year?
· How is geometry used in other subjects?  (science, phys ed, poetry, arts, music, language …)  If not the specific concepts, perhaps the ways of thinking?
· What kind of career might I pursue?  How can geometry open doors for me to get there?  Be creative and apply this thought to careers other than the “obvious” ones such as engineering.
· What skills help me to succeed in geometry class?  What skills am I weak in which geometry class might help me to strengthen?
Extra credit opportunity:  Have a (non-math) faculty or other adult read and edit your paper and give you comments.  Turn in a signed and edited rough draft with your final essay.  (5 pts)
“Why Do We Have to Take Geometry?”  Grading Rubric:

A:   Essay is thoughtful, original, well-written and creative, and discusses specific ways geometry has helped or will help the writer personally.

B:   Essay is thoughtful, well-written, and discusses idea(s) which apply geometry to life.

C:   Essay scope is limited; discussion goes no further than the basic uses of practical skills learned this year.

D:   Essay lacks focus or does not meet requirements.

+/- used for presentation, grammar, proper citations, etc.

More ideas for your essay, from the Christopher Dock Mennonite High School Mission Statement and Graduate Profile:

“Christopher Dock Mennonite High School, in partnership with the family and the church, seeks to develop the God-given abilities of students in preparation for responsible stewardship of life as members of God’s people in a global society.”     
 … so why do we make you take math for 3 years?  Will it help you become:
A graduate of Christopher Dock Mennonite High School is a person who:
…  values and demonstrates life-long learning, including skills of problem-solving, problem posing, critical thinking and cooperation.

… exhibits competency in the basic skills and knowledge of the academic disciplines.

… communicates effectively through speaking and writing.

… exhibits a growing life of discipleship.

… practices spiritual disciplines.

… discovers, defines and develops his/her God-given gifts.

… models servanthood.

… practices wellness of mind and body.

… values God’s Word, people and creation.

There is more than I could fit here -- read page 4 of your student planner for more ideas!
